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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
STATE OF IDAHO, )
)
Plaintiff-Respondent, ) NO. 44410
)
v. ) ADA COUNTY NO. CR 2015-15932
)
MATTHEW CODY DAVIDSON, )
) APPELLANT’S REPLY BRIEF
Defendant-Appellant. )
____________________________________)
STATEMENT OF THE CASE
Nature of the Case
Matthew Cody Davidson pled guilty to one count of possession of methamphetamine.
He received a unified sentence of seven years, with two years fixed.  Mr. Davidson contends that
his  sentence  represents  an  abuse  of  the  district  court’s  discretion,  as  it  is  excessive  given  any
view of the facts.
This Reply Brief is necessary to address the State’s assertion that Mr. Davidson’s work
history was “sporadic.”  (Respondent’s Brief, p.4.)
2Statement of the Facts and Course of Proceedings
The statement of the facts and course of proceedings were previously articulated in
Mr. Davidson’s Appellant’s Brief.  They need not be repeated in this Reply Brief, but are
incorporated herein by reference.
ISSUE
Did the district court abuse its discretion when it sentenced Mr. Davidson to a unified sentence
of  seven  years,  with  two  years  fixed,  following  his  plea  of  guilty  to  possession  of
methamphetamine?
ARGUMENT
The District Court Abused Its Discretion When It Sentenced Mr. Davidson To A
Unified Sentence Of Seven Years, With Two Years Fixed, Following His Plea Of Guilty To
Possession Of Methamphetamine
The State claims Mr. Davidson’s work history is “sporadic.”  (Respondent’s Brief, p.4.)
However, Mr. Davidson had been working for his current employer for seven months, and would
have been rehired, had he been released from incarceration.  (PSI, p.22.)  Further, Mr. Davidson
did have a lengthy period of employment with Early Bird Contractors—from March of 2011 to
December of 2012.  (PSI, p.22.)  While he was fired or let go from a couple of jobs,
Mr. Davidson has matured, and he is now in his third year of being an apprentice plumber with a
job waiting for him upon his release from incarceration.  (PSI, pp.21-22; 8/1/16 Tr., p.19, Ls.1-
6.)  Idaho recognizes that good employment history should be considered a mitigating factor.
See State v. Nice, 103 Idaho 89, 91 (1982); see also State v. Shideler, 103 Idaho 593, 595 (1982).
Based on this additional information concerning his employment history, as well as the
mitigating factors discussed in Mr. Davidson’s Appellant’s Brief, Mr. Davidson asserts that the
district court abused its discretion by imposing an excessive sentence upon him.  He asserts that
3had the district court properly considered his mental health conditions, good work history, and
remorse, it would have imposed a less severe sentence.
CONCLUSION
Mr. Davidson respectfully requests that this Court reduce his sentence as it deems
appropriate.  Alternatively, he requests that his case be remanded to the district court for a new
sentencing hearing.
DATED this 10th day of August, 2017.
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Deputy State Appellate Public Defender
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